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The “Letter to women” 

of Giovanni Paul II (1995) 
is surely one of the pope’s 
documents that has marked 
not only the International 
Year of  woman (together 
with many other documents 
prepared for Beijing 
Conference), but 
particularly the 
anthropological and 
theological set up of his 
mastery on relationships 
between sexes.  The authors 
of this volume, after a wide 
and dense introduction on 
the main lines that regulate 
the new mastery 
interpretations set up on the 
“unidualità” (unity and 
duality, equality and 
difference between male 
and female), have collected 
documentation of the 
Pope’s interventions on,  the 
pronunciations of M. A. 
Glendon during the 
Conference, the reactions of 
the more meaningful voices 
of journalists, but also and 
above all, women’s answers 
as well as men’s answers to 
the letter, as expression of 
various reactions to the 



Preface (G.P. Di Nicola- A. Danese -)” 
Introduction. Continuity and changes in 
catholic church’s thought   (G.P. Di Nicola) 
 
Part I – John Paul II  for the international 
Year of Woman 

1. Woman in the Phenomenon of 
Migration.    

2. Message for the World Wide Day   of 
Migration  

3. Woman: Educator of Peace. Message for   
the Day of Peace 1995 

4. Letter to Clergymen for  Thursday before 
Easter 1995 

5. Message to G. Mongella 
6. Letter to Women 
7. 6. Speech to the Delegation of the Holy 

See  to the Conference of Beijing 
8. Angelus of the 18th of June 1995 
9. Angelus of the 25th of June 1995 
10. Angelus of the 9th of July 1995 
11. Angelus of the 16th if  July 1995 
12. The Angelus of the 23rd of July 1995 
13. Angelus of the 30th of July 1995 
14. Angelus of the 6th of August 1995 
15. Angelus of the 13th of August 1995 
16. Angelus of  the 15th of August 1995 
17. Angelus of the 20 August 1995 
18. Angelus of the 27th of August 1995 
19.  Angelus of the 3rd of September 1995 
20. Ecclesia in Africa 
21. From the Omelia to the “Gosforth Park” 
22. Message to the Card. R. Etchegaray 
23. Omelia in Occasion of the Beatification   

of Three Helvetic Women 
24. Maria and the Value of Woman   

(audience of the 29th of November 1995) 
25. Woman’s Role in the Light of Maria   

(Audience of the 6th December 1995)  
26. Giving to Children a Future of Peace.   

Message for Peace Day 1996 
 
Part TWO 
ANSWERS AND COMMENTS    
A. Women’s Voices  
1. Complementarities and Reciprocity (D. 

Letter. In different ways 
those who take part 
(between  women: Curly G. 
Martirani, C. Militello, C., 
L. Muraro, P. Ricci Sindoni, 
I. Seville, C. Taddei 
Ferretti, J. Hawkins; 
between  men: G. 
Campanini, and. Butturini, 
To. Bosi, J.F. Nothomb, P. 
Vanzan) expressed their 
thanks or their perplexities, 
starting from their living 
experience in family, in 
their professional life, in the 
Church and in society, 
wishing a better visibility of 
women in relation with 
man. 

One can share or not 
share the different 
judgments; the positions 
expressed from the answers 
to the Letter presented in 
the volume. The reader can 
however get a wide range of 
opinions on the problems of 
relations between the sexes. 
Those who take part in the 
volume agree on the 
historical problem that 
represents perhaps the more 
original part of Giovanni 
Paul II’s thought.  Faced 
with the tradition, she has 
got free feminism from 
prejudices and has raised 
the topic to a serious and 
decisive object of cultural 
and theological reflection. 

 



Chivot)  
2. The Pope Asks Aid for Women (D. Couture)  
3. An Educational Suggestion 
    (M. da Grava Sales)  
4. Difference Between Fact and Event 
    (A. Deoriti)  
5. The Hymn to Agape (M. Di  Lorenzo)  
6. Moments of My Life (I. Di Mattia)  
7. Thanks To You (sr. M. Farina)  
8. Nothing Has Changed (I. Hawkins)  
9. Marginality in the Economic System    
    (R. Livraghi)  
10. Arabic and Israeli Women Together  
    (G. Martirani)  
11. Transforming Earth is a Culture Work   
     (C. Militello)  
12. For One Greater Social and Political 
      Visibility   (Open Letter) 
13. And the Second Half of the Sky?  
     (L. Muraro)  
14. “You have changed my complain in dance” 
      (C. Ricci)  
15. Still More than Man She Sees The Man  
      (A. Tragni)  
16. Various but “Mutual” Gifts 
      (P. Ricci Sindoni)  
17. University Knowledge (L. Scarazzati)  
18. A Church is God’s House with Women  
     (I. Siviglia  Sammartino)  
19. From Marilyn to Me. Reading Between the 
     Lines of  the Pope’s  Letter to Women  
     (P. Stoat)  
20. A Prayer (C. Taddei Ferretti) 
21. Those Beloved, Old Gentlemen (A. Wroe)  
 
B. WOMEN AND ASSOCIATIONS   
 I. Thanks to You, Woman, Because You Are 
    Woman!   (M.T. Formenti)  
2. Your “Letter to Men”…  
   (M. T. Garutti Bellenzier) 
3. The Pope’s Contradictions (A. Goinbault)  
4. Following the Steps of Mastery  
    (A.M. Lopec Diaz-Otazu) ”  
5. Scraps of a Broken Life (L. Mirabile)  
6. The Acceptance of Every Creature  
    (M.P. Monti Ferrari)  



7. “Thanks” Engages More than “You Must” 
    (sr. M.G. Piazza)     
8. Fear Cannot Make New All  Things 
    (V. Finn)  
9. The Pope and the Feminine Genius  
    (B. Sarasini) 
10. A Certain Dualism (M. Sfondrini)  
11. Times of Church and  Times of  Life  
      (I. Tozzi)  
 12. Waiting for Centuries (G. Tudisco)  
13. Men are Reluctant to Reflect (R. Gypsy)  
 
C. OTHER HALF OF SKY    
1. Steps Ahead and Uncertainties (A. Bosi)  
2. Gender Differences and Contributions to 
    Education (E. Butturini)  
3. A Church “To Woman’s Measure”  
   (G. Campanini)   
4. Reciprocity and Marian Profile (P. Coda)  
5. From Women’s Side (A. Danese)  
6. Competition of Reciprocity (L. D’Armi)  
7. The Enormous Conditionings    
    (interview with U. Mattioli)  
8. Ordination (J. - F. Nothoinb).  
9. In Order to Make Memory and To Go On  
    (P. Vanzan)  
 
Appendix 
 1. Participation of M.A. Glendon on the IV 
    Conference on Woman 
2. Declaration of M.A. Glendon on the 
   Conclusive Session of the IV Conference on 
    Woman  
3. Jesuits Accept the Challenge of Feminism  
4. From the Vatican Radio;  Women’s 
   Comments (L. Cavani, T. Zevi,   I. Pivetti, M. 
    Vitti, C. Lubich, S. Arafat, sr. M. de   Vries, 
    A. Borsellino, M.A. Glendon, S. Ogata)  
      323  

 
 


