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Mario Toso – Attilio Danese – 
Zbigniew Formella, vol. I, Emmanuel 
Mounier. Persona e umanesimo 
relazionale. Nel centenario della 
nascita (1905-2005), vol. II: 
Emmanuel Mounier. Persona e 
umanesimo relazionale. Mounier e 
oltre, L AS, Roma 2005.   

 
To celebrate the 100th year of E. 

Mounier’s birth, an international 
convention has been carried out by 
Centro Ricerche Personaliste and the 
Silesian University. Students of this 
thinker, considered to be the father of 
the personalism, convened in Rome 
from several parts of the world, 
including Africa and South America. 
Two volumes have been collected of 
the most important contents of the 
debate between experts: Mounier’s 
life, concepts of person, communities, 
dialogue, equality and difference in the 
relationship of man and woman, 
ecumenism, the role of intellectuals, 
and education. The two books also 
collect interesting comparisons 
between representatives of personalism 
in various linguistic areas and various 
perspectives and guidelines. 
Furthermore, it is possible to find in 
the books essays that face challenges 
of contemporary society and culture, 
such as new technologies, problems of 
bioethics, new communicative 
competences, and globalization. It 
makes itself see if and in which 
measure a new formulation of the 
concept of person and development are 
acceptable for XXI the century.  The 
model of dominant development 
present rather obvious limits, after the 
landslide of real Socialism and the 
crisis of liberalism. The concept of 
person seems to be a starting point, 
where different ideologies and 
religions can find their encounters.  

A new personalism today seems to 
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be way to the realization of an integral 
humanism, economically founded on 
justice and at the same time opened to 
the Transcendence, characterized from 
a tension towards the optimization of 
quality of life beyond the paradigm of 
narrow rationality, that supports contra 
positional positions: individual or 
mass, liberalism or collectivism, 
fundamentalism or nihilism.  
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