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Jewish, labour organiser, resistance
fighter, factory worker, agnostic yet
attracted to Christ, Simone Weil
was among the foremost thinkers|of
our time. It is impossible to be

heedless of this many-sided French
woman: she is loved or refused.
Starting from her childhood to her

adult mystical experiences and her
personal encounter with Christ

who, as she wrote, "came down and
took possession of me", the authors
of the book guide the reader into
Weil's crystalline but yet tormented

conscience, rebellious and obedient
to the voice of the Spirit. "God and

humankind are like two lovers who

missed the date". The book sets
forth  Weil's spiritual journe
through faith which can be divided
into five main steps: quest for truth,
love for purity, passion for justic
misfortune ("malheur") an
compassion. The study also
analyses the reasons why the
French mystic refused to

baptised while reporting proof
her "secular" Baptism before dying.
The book will be appreciated both
by Weil enthusiasts and readers
who are not familiar with her

thought since the research offer
close examination of Weil's main

topics such as genius and talent|(in
"Aristotle and the idiot"), universal
vocation, doctrine and mysticis
qguest for the invisible Church, her
opposition to religious syncretis
and/or ecumenism, atheis
incarnation and affliction. The boak
ends with the authors' inquiry abqut
Weil's criticism of systemi
theology.
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E impossvel ficar indiferente diante
de Simone Weil: ou é amada, ou é
rejeitada. Nem podemos nos relaxar
ler seus escritos, ao nos confrontarn]
com os nitidos rangidos entre a
profundidade das intuicdes e o
abandono em que viveu. E uma leitu
gue deixa uma marca, abre horizonte
imprevistos, sacode as segurancas,
desperta dimensdes adormecidas da
vida do espirito e questiona as
identidades: o cristianismo rotineiro,
bem como o ateismo, o materialismg
cientismo e os mil “ismos” sucedane
da verdade.

A impetuosidade de certas frases é
muitas vezes de tirar o félego. Suas
afirmacdes, discutiveis e discutidas,
tratam de problemas ainda néo
resolvidos, movendo-se entre divers
campos de interesse — filosdfico,
matematico, artistico e mistico — e
obrigando o leitor a andar de uma
disciplina a outra para tentar se man
em seu nivel. O resultado € um
pensamento incompleto, rico de
paradoxos e também de aparentes
contradicdes que correspondem a
convicgao de que a aproximacao a
verdade, experimentada como a
“loucura de amor” exige a renuncia 3
definicdo, para ndo o empobrecer a
potencialidade do que a alma percel
deixando aberta a fecundidade das
ressonancias, das aproxima ¢oes
mentais, das evocacdes experiencia
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